In Charles* case it was done most elaborately. He had
uraemic convulsions and a form of BrighVs disease which
no one of that day understood, so they applied the reme-
dies used in all cases of illness.

Cupping glasses were held to the sick man's shoulders.
Eight ounces more blood were taken from him. Emetics,
purgatives, clysters, a red hot cautery and blistering agents
on the head were administered in rapid succession, and the
King was carried to his bed. Here, in spite of all that had
been done to him, he regained consciousness*

By this time a dozen doctors had gathered in consulta-
tion and James was taking full charge of everything. He
told the physicians to use their best skill He posted extra
guards around Whitehall to prevent possible disorders
when the people should learn that their beloved ruler was
dying. He gave orders to close all the ports so the news
might not reach Monmouth or William of Orange, either
of whom, James believed, was capable of seizing the oppor-
tunity to start a Protestant uprising. The French Ambassa-
dor with difficulty obtained leave to send Louis one letter
of warning*

The patient's return to consciousness did not release
him from his tortures. Without a murmur of complaint he
bore a succession of blisterings, plasters, and horrible-tast-
ing drugs, including considerable quantities of the new
medicine, quinine* More and more blood was drained from
him, and when he was so weakeneu he could scarcely move,
cauteries were applied to sting him back to consciousness*
Other annoyances were also used*

** Spirit of sal ammoniac,** one of the physicians wrote
in his report of the case, ** was applied now and again to
his Most Serene Majesty's nostrils, both as a cerebral stimu-
lant and to excite sneezing/*
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